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I know what you’re thinking…

…oh god, not MORE Port Arthur stuff…

…haven’t they dug the place up already?



Well NO, as it turns out, we haven’t
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- UNE postdoctoral project
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Dr David Roe
(Archaeology Manager, PAHS)

Gareath Plummer and Katy Ross
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First workshops Mason Cove
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Expanded workshops
Mason Cove
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Workshops

Flour Mill and Granary

Mason Cove
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Remodelled workshops

Penitentiary

Mason Cove
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BUY 

NOW

“…forensic
…”
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nt…”

“…impress
ive…”
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- Port Arthur Historic Site’s goals

- Conservation

- Interpretation

- Research



Excavation background

- UNE research goals

- Postdoctoral research aims

- Continuation of an ARC project

- Ongoing links with Port Arthur
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1843
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1856



Historical overview

1863



Historical overview

1870s
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Overview of the excavation



The archaeological results



The archaeological results



The archaeological results



The archaeological results



The archaeological results

Not gonna
happen



The archaeological results



The archaeological results - the early landscape



The archaeological results – the early landscape



The archaeological results – the early landscape



The archaeological results – the early landscape



The archaeological results – the early landscape
Shoreline Tidal beach
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Location of 
reclamation 
logs

Reclamation log
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The archaeological results – the early landscape

Shoreline

Reclamation log

Beach sand



The archaeological results – the early landscape

Reclamation log

Collapsed deposits



The archaeological results – the early landscape

Reclamation log

Collapsed deposits

Collapsed forge base
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Occupation 
deposit

Shoreline

Reclamation

Levelling 
fills

The archaeological results – the ca.1836-54 period





The archaeological results – the ca.1836-54 period

Possible 
evidence 
from 1836-54

Brick footings
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fills

The archaeological results – the ca.1836-54 period
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The archaeological results – the ca.1836-54 period

Northern 
edge of 

platform



The archaeological results – the ca.1836-54 period



The archaeological results – the ca.1857-77 period



The archaeological results – the ca.1857-77 period



The archaeological results – the ca.1857-77 period



The archaeological results – the ca.1857-77 period



The archaeological results – the ca.1857-77 period



The archaeological results – the ca.1857-77 period

Forge

Collapse in reclamation

Compacted area

Pits



The archaeological results – the ca.1857-77 period

“Two or three each at his 
respective anvil were working 
with the double hammer…”

Elliston’s Hobart Town Almanack, 1837

Forge

Collapse in reclamation

Compacted area

Pits
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Pits
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The archaeological results – the ca.1857-77 period

Location of 
equipment



The archaeological results – the ca.1857-77 period

The exterior yard



The finds



The finds



The finds



The finds



The finds

Cast bolt

Rafter/roof 
nail

Detached 
nail head

Wrought common 
board nail

Possible dross (impurities 
floating on molten metal)

Possible nail left 
inside metal case

Door nails

Floor spike

Horseshoe 
nail
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What next?



Want to know more?
www.blog.une.edu.au/port-arthur-2020/

Or…just Google
‘Port Arthur archaeology’ and you will find it

With thanks to:
Dr David Roe, PAHSMA

The PAHSMA Grounds & Gardens, Infrastructure and Cleaning crews
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Prof Martin Gibbs, UNE
Caitlin D’Gluyas, UNE

http://www.blog.une.edu.au/port-arthur-2020/

