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Ukrainian Migration to Australia -
Overview




Ukrainian Political History
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Map of Ukraine c. 1944

How Ukraine became Ukraine, in 7 maps - The Washington Post
, accessed 14 June



https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2015/03/09/maps-how-ukraine-became-ukraine/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2015/03/09/maps-how-ukraine-became-ukraine/

Migration to Australia 1948

e Before 1948 — minimal
Nicholas Hryb: 1860s
Mykhailo Miklouho-Maclay: 1878

Around 1900:
Western Ukrainians emigrated to US, South America & Canada. A few to Australia.

WW!I & Russian Civil war



1 million Displaced Ukrainians in West Germany,
France, Italy, Germany

21 July 1947 - Calwell signed Agreement from 12000
per year for 3 years.

DISp'EﬂC?d Persons - By end of program, had accepted over 170000 people.
Australia 2 year work contracts

UKRAINIANS
Australia: 21000 approx.

Tasmania: 350 approx



Migration after 1952

* Limited migration 1952 — 1991 and few English sources.

e 24 August 1991 — Ukrainian Independence

« 2014 Revolution of Dignity

Community Information Summary —

Ukraine-born (homeaffairs.gov.au), accessed 14/6/22

2016 Census

Geographic Distribution

The latest Census in 2016 recorded
13,366 Ukraine-born people in
Australia, a decrease of 4.5 per cent
from the 2011 Census.

The 2016 distribution by State and
Territory showed Victoria had the
largest number with 5,322 followed by
New South Wales (4,830), Queensland
(1,248) and South Australia (929).
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https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/mca/files/2016-cis-ukraine.PDF
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/mca/files/2016-cis-ukraine.PDF

70 years of
change

However, within every community individual stories about — the above is a generalisation of
those who have arrived in Australia on a 600 visa — journeying through to a 786 “Temporary

Humanitarian Concern’

1948

Permanency — dependent
on fulfilling work contract

Expected employment

Social Worker from
Department of Immigration

No migrant specific services

Good Neighbour Council,
Churches, informal one-to-
one support

Mutual support — ‘Kumy’

2022

Temporary — Initial visitor status
Humanitarian focus - Demographic

Transition to available
Employment

Settlement Services available

Specific Services available for
migrants and refugees to support
transition

Broad community support

Established Ukrainian community



Arriving In Tasmania



The Program

e QOctober 1947: 88400 Vacancies around Australia

 1947-1954, migration equalled 35.6 of
Tasmania’s population growth.

 Displaced persons program, and the UK Free and
Assisted Passage Agreement — 80%

« Ukrainians, Polish, Lithuanian, Latvian, Estonian,
Yugoslavian and Czech nationality.

e ‘Labourer’ or ‘Domestic’
* Non competing industries
* No special treatment

Displaced Persons in Tasmania c. 1948 —1952:
Negotiating economic Structures in an humanitarian
context, p. 14



Sources:

* Association minutes

*  Members lists

*  Church lists

*  Community consultation

Consistency:
* Incoming Passenger Cards, Series P1185
* Agency: Department of Immigration — Tasmanian Branch

* Naturalisation Records (NAA) or newspaper reports

Challenges:
¢ Names on documentation varies
* Changed details on documents, or incorrect details

* Anglicisation of names

With Ukrainian Greetings, page 116




Commonwealth of Australia Gazette, Certificates of
Naturalisation, 20 September 1956, p. 2863



Employment and Housing



The System —
The Importance of Community Research

Premiers Conference in 1946 — Spheres of Influence:
Commonwealth Employment Service (CES) - employment

Immigration Department — Tasmanian Representative — reception
JD Tarbath — Social Worker (Social Welfare — Aliens Assimilation Division)
TO Mellor — CMO - Liaised with voluntary organisations & government departments

State Government — AfterCare and Accommodation



Arrival -
Archive &

Community
Links

Archival records: The first male displaced persons in
Tasmania Electrolytic Zinc Company, followed by
others at the Commonwealth Carbide Company and
the Goliath Portland Cement Company.

Association publication and associated research:

e Zofia and Andrij AMS, lwan and Kataryna DIDOCHA,

Anna and Nikas DOBROMILSKY, Stephania and
Wladiyslaw DMYTRYSZYN, Maria and Paul DOZNA.
This group initially worked in the Channel area, and
you can find out more about these families’ stories
at the Margate Museum

> 4

/



With Ukrainian Greetings, p. 19



Living In Tasmania




The Examiner,
20 September
1949

‘Homes for
Migrants’



“We had a large vegetable garden and my mother had
a couple of cows on the land. She milked them twice
daily, carrying the milk in the buckets...she made our
own butter and also made cottage cheese. | often
delivered cottage cheese on my pushbike to other
Ukrainians...”

With Ukrainian Greetings, page 24



Community Development



Ukrainian Associations & Organisations

e 1949 - Two Ukrainian Language

Newspapers started production Tpormoson Qi Soqa ettt Sy ol
pnoe OCwe “L:)L.A
* First Association (Hromada) et a0
formed in 1949 in Adelaide
* Australian Federation of Ukrainian iy bppiucyine i She fw] o
Organisations (1953) A IS PR P

T =
* First Meeting of the Ukrainian i W’M s

Association of Southern Tasmania
1 January 1954 (Hobart)
18 January 1959 (Launc.)

* 1961 Memorandum of Association
— Association of Ukrainians in
Tasmania

Ref: With Ukrainian Greetings, p. 29 — 32; NS1945/1/1 minutes of Meetings (Archives Office of Tasmania;
Vilna Dumka — Header;



Domivka -
Hobart

* 1948 — Building Committee formed

* Purchased block of land from Mr.
Yazushchak in Islington Road for
£400. Sold the house in October
1963 for £4050.

* Purchased house at 201 Main Road
Moonah, which was converted to a
Community Hall.

* 15 Months full time work donated to
building the Hall.
£1000 pounds donated

* |n 2006, moved to current location —
185 Main Road Moonah

With Ukrainian Greetings, p. 41 —47. Images — courtesy
HISTORY | Association of Ukrainians in Tasmania
(wordpress.com); P Ladaniwskyj



https://ukesintas.wordpress.com/history/

Domivka -
Launceston

e 1959 — Discussion started about
building own Domivka

* 1961 purchased block of land

e Bricks from old football Club
used for the building in St.
Leonards

* |n 1961, a letter to Vilna Dumka
by noting that donations of
£15 pounds by 18 members
paid for the block and materials.

e The Launceston hall was sold in
2007.



Role of Women

* Preservers of Culture and Tradition

 Ukrainian Women’s Association in
Australia — Branch formed in Tasmania

* Membership and Leadership



Cultural experiences



Religion and the
Community

Archival documents show that organisations such as the Roman Catholic Church were
supportive of the new arrivals to the state.

Byzantinian Catholic Rite - Visiting Clergy from Melbourne over the years, a local
priest Fr. Tony Warwareck — supporting Hobart and Launceston

Orthodox community was active — first parish formed in 1953 in Hobart. The
Launceston and Hobart members joined in 1963. Own church built and sold in 1992.




Community Activities

e Choirs, Musical & Dance groups
e Saturday School — History and Language

e Academii — collaboration with Union of
Ukrainian Combatants in early years

Image Courtesy Association of Ukrainians in
Tasmania — Facebook Page



Community Activities

e PLAST — Ukrainian Scouts
* Dnipro Soccer Club established in 1962

* Food, Gathering, Community

Image Courtesy Association of Ukrainians in
Tasmania — Facebook Page






2017 70t Anniversary Community Consultation
May 2018 History Project — Consultation
June 2018 Project commenced

Submissions including photos and memorabilia
Oral History Interviews

Translations of Association Minutes, Member Lists, Ukrainian
reference material

List of first arrivals to Tasmania
Choosing photos, Captions for photos with names
Extensive drafting

Dec. 2019 Publication

January 2020 Official Launch



Archives, Community & Oral History

“Community history projects often include a range of activities: the
recording of oral history interviews; heritage events, and collecting
artefacts, archiving material and creating displays. People may receive
some vocational training opportunities: for example, in interviewing or
archiving. All of this work is collected on a website and sometimes
published as an end-of-project book.”

Twells, A., ‘Community History - Articles - Making History, accessed 12 June 2022



https://archives.history.ac.uk/makinghistory/resources/articles/community_history.html

Balance

Authenticity

Representation

Focus

Empower multicultural communities with the
knowledge and tools to develop cultural and
historical projects. Support to:

C h a | | e n ge S Develop priorities and themes

Work through challenges of pluralism
and different voices

Use research best practice and
equipment

Access archival material which will
benefit the project.

Develop internal archives and recording

systems where material gathered can be
preserved, collated and viewed.

1 Funding to pay for expert assistance, and
Recommendations e bt
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