
JOHN SCOTT
Sealer of Bass Strait

&

His Tasmanian Aboriginal Dependents



The fake convict 
ship Success: 
same type, era 
and similar size 
to Brahman.





Sealing at Tristan Da Cunha 
- Augustuis Earle (1824)



Whaleboats under sail (1888)



James Kelly’s
Log of the Elizabeth
1815-16



John Perry (r)
Tried (Life) 1822
Arrived 1823
Escapee 1824
Bushranger 1825
Executed 1826







George 
Augustus 
Robinson 





Scott’s Diary
as transcribed
by Anne Drysdale
TAHO NS 1612-1

Downloadabe from
www.libraries.tas.gov.au

Also edited version
by Robert Warneke

http://www.libraries.tas.gov.au/


Barque Free Trader
E. W. Cooke (1829)
Similar in size,
type and era
to Rebecca.



Baptisms
1 October 1826:
Sarah Roberts
& Sarah Scott



Orphan
School
Entries:
Sarah (11)&
Rebecca
(age not
stated)
1829



Baptism 11 March 1833 Rebecca “a native girl of 
VDL”

Knopwood’s diary 11 March 1833:

“I xtiand two children at Mr. Roberts, one and the 
other.”



Marriage of ‘Rebecca Berry’ to William 
Oxley: William Roberts a witness.



Census 1842: 
William & Rebecca
Huxley of Muddy
Plains: 
Male over 21,
Female under 21, 
One child aged 2-7.
Proprietor of house:
William Roberts





Coriyule – built 1849 for Anne Drysdale 
and Caroline Newcombe
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S.S. City of Melbourne
Stranded SE Coast of King Island, August 1852

All 250-odd passengers and crew landed safely.

-Weekly Courier, 23 July 1908





David Howie





Margorie Munro, 1863
with Betsy Everett & Mary Armstrong





WRECKS ON KING'S ISLAND.—The steamer Manchester, 
chartered by Government to proceed with Her Majesty's steamer 
Electra to King's Island, to render assistance to the survivors of the 
Waterwitch and Brahmin, wrecked on that island, returned yesterday, 
bringing up the Lascars and passengers. The Manchester, after casting 
off the Electra at the Heads, has not since seen her, and from the 
difficulty and danger which would be incurred in removing the 
specie from the heavy surf prevailing on the island, deemed it 
advisable to leave eight hands in charge of the treasure until further 
orders from Government. She brings intelligence of another vessel 
having been wrecked on the island sometime ago, with female 
emigrants, and that £100,000 in specie, secured from that wreck, has 
been recovered, and is added to the £25,000 in charge of the seamen 
left by the Manchester. An old black woman named Maria, one of the 
wallabee hunters, who has come by the steamer, states that the 
£100,000 had been carefully guarded for a period of five months by 
the survivors of the wrecked female emigrant ship, but that death 
had swept away every trace of this disaster. The woman is the 
widow of the man Scott, who resided so many years on the island, 
and who lost his life wrecking some years since. She is also the 
mother of the boy Scott, who was in the service of the late Governor's 
Secretary when lost off Western Port.



Madagascar sailed from Melbourne for London on 12 August 1853 with 
150 passengers and crew and 2 tonnes of gold, but failed to arrive.


