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Lula Chinn (seated) with her two eldest daughters, Tutoy (left) and Toogee (right), 

and her companion Leng Hen, Tasmania, c. 1891.  
Frank Chinn Collection, Chinese Museum, Melbourne.



I acknowledge the palawa/pakana of lutruwita, the traditional 
owners of the land on which I live and work.  

I pay respect to Elders past and present, as knowledge holders 
and sharers. I honour their strong culture and knowledges as 

vital to the self-determination, wellbeing and resilience of their 
communities.  

I stand for a future that profoundly respects and acknowledges 
Aboriginal perspectives, culture, language and history.

A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T  O F  C O U N T R Y
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Chinese Australian 
Hometown Heritage Tour 

2018  
in Siu Lung Lay (Zhaolongli),  

an Australian emigrant  

village in  

Hoiping (Kaiping), China



C H I N E S E   

I N  TA S M A N I A ,   

1 8 7 0 – 1 9 5 0
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Map of the Pacific, with detail map of South China showing Guangdong and Fujian provinces and major ports
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Tasmania NSW Victoria New Zealand

1861 – 12,988 24,732 –

1871 – 7,220 17,826 –

1881 844 10,205 11,959 5,004

1891 939 13,157 8,489 4,444

1901 506 10,222 6,347 2,857

1911 427 8,226 4,707 2,630

1921 262 7,282 3,162 3,110
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C H I N E S E  P O P U L AT I O N



1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1933 1947

Persons 844 1056 609 529 321 197 111

Male 842 993 536 450 283 160 81

Full 842 931 482 400 247 – –

Mixed – 62 54 50 36 – –

Female 2 63 73 79 38 37 30

Full 2 8 24 27 15 – –

Mixed – 55 49 52 23 – –

@baibi
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C H I N E S E  P O P U L AT I O N  O F  TA S M A N I A
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Anti-Chinese cartoon showing the Australian colonies (L–R: New South Wales, South Australia, Queensland, Victoria, Tasmania)  
using Federation to get rid of the ‘Chinese pest’. 

Melbourne Punch, 10 May 1888.



The Chinese Immigration Act 1887 (51 Vic. No. 9) 

’An Act to regulate and restrict  
Chinese Immigration’ 

‘Chinese’ defined as any male person of 

whatever age of the Chinese race. 

The master of every vessel with Chinese on 

board must provide a list of all Chinese and pay 

£10 for each Chinese arriving.   

Numbers limited to one Chinese to every 

hundred tons of tonnage of each vessel. 

Chinese to be vaccinated (for smallpox) before 

being permitted to land. 

Exemptions for resident Chinese returning to the 

colony, British subjects, officials, crews of vessels.

L E G I S L AT I O N  R E  C H I N E S E  I M M I G R AT I O N
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T A S M A N I A. 

1887. 

ANNO QUINQUAGESIMO-PRIMO 

"ICTORIJE REGINiE, 
No. 9. 

AN AOT to regulate 
Immigration. 

and restrict Chinese A.D. 1887. 

[7 November, 1887.J 

WHEREAS it is expedient to regulate and restrict the immigration 
and introduction of Chinese into Tasmania: 

Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governor of Tasmania, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and 
House of Assembly, in Parliament assembled, as follows:-

1 In this Act, unless the context otherwise determines-
" Chinese" means any male person of whatever age of the 

Chinese race : 
"Vessel" means any ship or vessel of whatsoever kind or de-

scription: 
" Master" means the person (other than a pilot) for the time 

being in actual command or charge of any vessel: 
" Collector of Customs" includes the principal Officer of Customs 

at every port and place in Tasmania. 

PREAMBLE. 

Interpretation. 

2 The master of every vessel having Chinese on board shall imme- Master on arrival 
diately upon his arrival from beyond Tasmania in any port or place in to list of 
Tasmania, and before making any entry at the Customs, deliver to the Chmese on board. 
Collector of Customs a list of such Chinese, specifying the name, the 
place of birth, the apparent age, the ordinary place of residence, the 
place and date of shipment, and the calling or occupation of each such 
Chinese, under a penalty for every default not exceeding Two hundred 
Pounds. 



1901. Immigration Restriction Act 1901. No. 17 of 1901. An Act 
to place certain restriction on Immigration and to provide for the 
removal from the Commonwealth of prohibited Immigrants.

1903. Naturalization Act 1903. No. 11 of 1903. An Act relating to 
Naturalization. 

1908. Invalid and Old-age Pensions Act 1908. No 17 of 1908. An 
Act to provide for the Payment of Invalid and Old-age Pensions and 
for other purposes. 

1912. Maternity Allowance Act 1912. No. 8 of 1912. An Act to 
provide for Payment of Maternity Allowances. 

C O M M O N W E A LT H  L E G I S L AT I O N
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Naturalization Certificate for Ah See of Gladstone (District of Ringarooma), 22 February 1886. 

National Archives of Australia: A804.



British subject by Total Chinese  
British subjects

Total 
ChineseBirthplace Parentage Naturalization

Chinese

Male 84 1 116 201 450

Female 72 0 6 78 79

Total 156 1 122 279 529

‘Full’ Chinese

Male 34 1 116 151 400

Female 20 0 6 26 27

Total 54 1 122 177 427

‘Mixed’ Chinese

Male 50 0 0 50 50

Female 52 0 0 52 52

Total 102 0 0 102 102

C H I N E S E  B R I T I S H  S U B J E C T S  I N  TA S M A N I A ,  1 9 1 1
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Map of the emigrant counties of the Pearl River Delta, Guangdong, China
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‘Planting out rice fields’, c.1906, Canton Villages Mission Collection, 

New Zealand Presbyterian Archives, https://pcanzarchives.recollect.co.nz/nodes/view/85133
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Chinese community in Hobart, Tasmania, organises a branch of the Australian Chinese Association Against Discrimination 華僑維持禁例會  
(huaqiao weichi jinli hui) – its constitution, committee and names for all donations are listed. 

'専件', Tung Wah Times 東華報 (Sydney, NSW), 4 October 1919, p 6, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article227014005.

他  
市  
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拔  
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Chinese community in Hobart, Tasmania, organises a branch of the Australian Chinese Association Against Discrimination 華僑維持禁例會  
(huaqiao weichi jinli hui) – its constitution, committee and names listed for all donations. 

'専件', Tung Wah Times 東華報 (Sydney, NSW), 4 October 1919, p 6, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article227014005.

甄  
G I N

鍾  
C H U N G



TA S M A N I A  I N  

C H I N E S E  

A U S T R A L A S I A N  

H I S T O R Y
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Michael Williams,  

Returning Home with Glory: 

Chinese Villagers around the 

Pacific, 1849 to 1949,  

Hong Kong University Press, 2018

T R A N S N AT I O N A L  /  Q I A O X I A N G  A P P R O A C H
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C H I N E S E  P E R S P E C T I V E S  &  A G E N C Y
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Mei-fen Kuo,  

Making Chinese Australia:  

Urban Elites, Newspapers and the 

Formation of Chinese-Australian 

Identity, Monash University Press, 

2013 

Open access: https://doi.org/

10.26180/5f3c73e54b663 

https://doi.org/10.26180/5f3c73e54b663
https://doi.org/10.26180/5f3c73e54b663
https://doi.org/10.26180/5f3c73e54b663


W O M E N ,  C H I L D R E N  &  FA M I LY
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Kate Bagnall and Julia Martínez 

(eds), Locating Chinese Women: 

Historical Mobility between  

China and Australia,  

Hong Kong University Press, 2021 

Preview: https://hkupress.hku.hk/

image/catalog/pdf-preview/

9789888528615.pdf 

https://hkupress.hku.hk/image/catalog/pdf-preview/9789888528615.pdf
https://hkupress.hku.hk/image/catalog/pdf-preview/9789888528615.pdf
https://hkupress.hku.hk/image/catalog/pdf-preview/9789888528615.pdf
https://hkupress.hku.hk/image/catalog/pdf-preview/9789888528615.pdf


C O M M U N I T Y  &  FA M I LY  H I S T O R Y
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Lily Lee, Farewell Guangdong: 

Refugee Wives and Children 

Arrive in Aotearoa New Zealand, 

1939–1941, Chinese Poll Tax 

Heritage Trust, 2021



TA S M A N I A N  B I B L I O G R A P H Y

22

@baibi

Kate Bagnall,  

Chinese History, Heritage  

and Community in Tasmania:  

A Bibliography, 

Tasmanian Museum and 

Gallery, Hobart, 2022 

Open access: http://

nla.gov.au/nla.obj-3072437563

Edward ‘Teddy’ Chung Ah Gan, who was naturalised in Tasmania in 1891,  
with his wife Annie née Harris and their children, 1917. NAA: B13, 1933/22224.

http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-3072437563
http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-3072437563


Presentation of the bibliography to the Chinese Community Association of Tasmania Inc., North Hobart, 5 June 2022.  
Pictured L–R: Ruby Lee, Kate Bagnall (UTAS), Grace Williams (TMAG), Daniel Chan (President, CCAT), Brian Chung,  

Kirstie Ross (TMAG), Hingor Chung, Jan Everett. Photo courtesy Daniel Chan.
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Commissioned by the 

Tasmanian Museum  
and Art Gallery  

as part of TMAG’s  

Contemporary Migrant Experiences 
project, with funding from the 

National Foundation for  
Australia-China  

Relations



History 

• Academic histories on Chinese in Tasmania  15 

• Other academic histories (mentions)  16 

• Community, public and local histories  56 

Biography  40 

Heritage, archaeology and tourism  18 

Oral history  28 

Photographs (examples)  6 

Community, art and identity  12 

Archives and manuscripts (Tasmanian Archives & NAA)

TA S M A N I A N  B I B L I O G R A P H Y
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A C A D E M I C  H I S T O R I E S  /  H E R I TA G E  S T U D I E S
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Kaw Collection, Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery

BA theses: 4 

(1998, 1992, 1974, 1966) 

Masters thesis: 1 (1985) 

PhD thesis: 1 (2009) 

Research articles: 7 

(2017–1989)



E V E RY D AY   
H E R I TA G E :   
M A P P I N G   

C H I N E S E  TA S M A N I A N  

H I S T O R Y   

&  H E R I TA G E
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• ARC Linkage Project, 2022–2024, that aims to uncover everyday but 
overlooked forms of Australian heritage. 

• Partnership between University of Canberra (Tracy Ireland and Tim Sherratt), 
University of Western Australia (Jane Lydon), University of Tasmania  
(Kate Bagnall) and GML Heritage in Sydney. 

• Developing heritage case studies to foster better understandings of 
Australia's past and broader recognition of diverse communities –  
Chinese in Tasmania, Indigenous communities in Western Australia,  
Sydney’s Parramatta Road. 

• Building practical tools and examples of how to make everyday heritage 
more visible and provide resources for communities and the heritage sector 
to create more inclusive forms of heritage.

E V E R Y D AY  H E R I TA G E
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Alien registration for Kwong Wing of Sandy Bay, Tasmania, 1916.  

NAA: A396, WING K [7840994].

@baibi

A R C H I VA L  C O L L E C T I O N S

Detail of 1892 map of Douglas, Tasmania, showing Jemima Hung’s land. 
Tasmanian Archives AF819-1-82. 

‘Tasmanian Intelligence’, Launceston Examiner, 15 November 1886, p. 3, 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article39523381.

https://stors.tas.gov.au/AF819-1-82
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H E R I TA G E  S I T E S
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Helen Vivian, ‘Tasmania’s Chinese 
Heritage: An Historical Record of 

Chinese Sites in North East 
Tasmania’,1985, https://

eprints.utas.edu.au/17370/. 

Tasmanian Heritage Register Datasheet 
for Site of Ah Moy’s Store, Branxholm. 
Courtesy Annita Waghorn, Heritage 

Tasmania. 

Grave of Ah Chung, Ruby Ah Chung 
and Amy Ah Chung, Cornelian Bay 

Cemetery, Hobart. Photograph by Kate 
Bagnall, 2021.
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Chinese Tasmanians in the North-East, with Presbyterian Home Missionary Isaac Watson, c. 1913–1916. 

Courtesy Richard Watson.
@baibi

FA M I LY  C O L L E C T I O N S



Digital history workshops and 
exemplars, for example: 

• Digital map of ‘everyday 
heritage’ of Chinese 
Tasmanians, 1870s–1940s 

• Digital stories of family and 
community using 
StoryMapsJS

Tools for digital research,  
in the GLAM Workbench, 
for example: 

• Zotero Translator for Libraries 
Tasmania 

• Search interface for 
Tasmanian Post Office 
Directories

D I G I TA L  H I S T O R Y  &  H E R I TA G E
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https://glam-workbench.net 

https://glam-workbench.net/
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https://glam-workbench.net/tasmanian-post-office-directories/ 

https://glam-workbench.net/tasmanian-post-office-directories/


K AT E  B A G N A L L  
S E N I O R  L E C T U R E R  I N  H U M A N I T I E S  ( H I S T O R Y )  

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  TA S M A N I A  

kate.bagnall@utas.edu.au 
https://www.chineseaustralia.org 

@baibi
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https://www.chineseaustralia.org

