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- On Crown land
- Enclosed quadrangle of 0a 1r 6p (1140m2)

- ¼ mile from Jordan River
- Also included

- Superintendent’s quarters
- Blacksmiths shop
- Principal Overseer’s hut
- Medical attendant’s hut



A brief history of the Picton Road Station

- Built 1838 originally as log huts – built by 8 men from the Green Ponds Road Station

- Housed up to 200 men

- Closed temporarily in 1840 due to an increase in crime in the district associated with men from 
the station

- Additions built, and reopened by December 1841

- Use as a road station was disbanded in 1844, however the buildings were maintained for 
occasional use by bridge and road repair parties until the 1850s

- The site was described as a ‘ruin’ by 1858 when the Archdiocese sought to use the site 
(presumably the chapel). 



Initial questions:

- Is it the station site?
- Do the remains fit the known plan?
- What is the integrity of the site?

Actions:
- Historical research first priority.
- Minimal invasive investigation as possible

- Aim to only remove demolition and post-demolition rubble to expose structure and not touch 
occupation layers.

- Liaison with owner for preservation
- More detailed research agenda

































End of 2012 - Where to from here:

- Liaison with property owner about conservation

- Fitting with wider research agendas

- Potential training program





Specific Picton questions

- Where was the station located?
- Did it conform to the plans?
- What was it built from?
- Are particular uses of areas evident?
- Are different building/use phases evident?
- How thoroughly was it demolished?
- What extent of post-demolition disturbance 

is evident?



Specific Picton questions

- Do artifacts found at Picton demonstrate any aspect 
of ‘the convict experience’?

- Do artifacts provide insight into health, hygiene, diet 
and other living conditions of those at Picton?

- Do any artifacts represent a diversion from the ‘text 
book convict experience’ (e.g. contraband)? 



Specific Picton questions

- Can the archaeological resource yielded at 
Picton contribute to a wide range of Tasmanian, 
Australian and/or international convict 
sites/sites of incarceration. 
 A detailed research design was provided by 

Prof. Eleanor Casella within a wide and 
detailed international framework as well as 
wider thematic and temporal frameworks. 







Convict Archaeology in the 
Southern Midlands

(CASM)

- 2 x 2-week field seasons (2019-20)
- 12-15 students per season

- Undergraduate accreditation
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CASM 2019

A – Inside, outside and wall of the men’s hut

B – Inside, outside and wall of the office and meat store

C – Interior and wall between the hospital and carpenter's shop

D - Inside, outside and wall of the dry stores

E - Chapel
E



A – Inside, outside and wall of the men’s hut

Exterior    Wall       Interior 



B – Inside, outside and wall of the office and meat store



C – Interior and wall between the hospital and carpenter’s shop



D - Inside, outside and wall of the dry stores



E - Chapel
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CASM 2020

C – Interior and wall between the hospital and carpenters' shop         
(extension of 2019)

D - Inside, outside and wall of the dry stores (extension of 2019)

F – Inside, outside and wall of the men’s hut

G – Solitary cells



C – Interior and wall between the hospital and carpenter’s shop (extension of 2019)



D - Inside, outside and wall of the dry stores (extension of 2019)



G – Solitary cells
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2024 – Where to from here:

• Possible third season

• Continued write-up of results and artifact analysis

• Permanent interpretation installation at Kempton

• Continued liaison with the owner for site 
preservation

• Encourage research to incorporate Picton results 
into Tier-3 research frameworks


