












Kilmainham Jail, Dublin where convicts 
were kept awaiting transportation.



Elizabeth Fort, Cork where convicts were 
kept awaiting transportation.



Cork City and Harbour



View of Cobh from Spike Island
Estimated 3 million emigrants left Ireland from Cobh

View to Harbour Entrance



The Neva
Carried 170 male convicts from 

Plymouth to Sydney in 1833.
Same captain for both voyages. 



The Neva
left Cobh on 8th January 1835

150 female convicts with 34 children.
9 free women with 21 children.

27 crew. 

Walked 250km 
from Mayo
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Sister, Bridget Hayes and 18-month-old child sent on 
Roslin Castle  in October 1835.

(There were 17 free women and 23 children on board) 

Father, Edward McLoughlin, Transported 1824
Patrick (23) and Owen (21) not allowed on board. 

Galvin family



Rescue Timeline:

May 13 – Neva Wrecked

May 27 – Approximately two weeks after the wreck the Neva 
survivors encounter two survivors of the Tartar, which was 
wrecked on the east coast of the island before the Neva.

Scott the Sealer, who lived on King Island had travelled on 
the Tartar and the Neva survivors contacted him. Scott’s 
hunting dogs enabled the survivors to catch wallaby.

June 15 – Charles Friend, owner of the Tartar saw fires on 
the north of the island while going to provision his workers 
at Port Fairy whaling station. Friend anchored near New 
Year Island and found the survivors of both wrecks.

June 21- Friend and Captain Peck attempt to go to Port Fairy 
but return due to bad weather.

June 24 – Friend takes all (??) except 3 Neva survivors on 
board the Sarah Ann.

June 26 – Survivors reach George Town at the mouth of the 
Tamar River. To Launceston the next day.



Neva 
survivors.

1 child born,
2 women and 1 
child died of 
illness before 
the wreck.

12 women and
10 crew made 
it ashore.

1 crew member 
(ship’s boy) and 
6 women died 
on the beach. 

95 bodies 
buried along 
the beaches

Disappointment Bay
Bushfire in 1860 revealed seven skeletons near 
Cape Wickham.



Matthew Curling Friend - port officer at 
Launceston. 
Friend was a brother of the government emigration agent 
in Cork and had captained the Norval on a journey from 
that city to Hobart Town, arriving with assisted migrants 
in July 1832.

Charles Friend was his nephew.

George Deare, 
the major commandant of the 21st Fusiliers at Launceston.

Lieut William Thomas Lyttleton, 
police magistrate at Launceston.

Committee of Enquiry

Lieut William Thomas Lyttleton, 
Drawing of Launceston, 1830.

Launceston had 2500 people in 1830 
but the population was around 6,000 in 1835

Neva women brought to the female factory.





Map produced as part of the 
enquiry.

Rock on which Peck stated the 
ship sank.

Peck’s stated position on
first seeing the island.

Moriarty’s estimate for when Peck 
first sighted the island.

William Moriarty was the port officer at 
Hobart and was asked by Governor Arthur 
to report on the wreck.

Wreck Timeline:

Noon on May 12 Peck 
takes the  position of 
the Neva west of King 
Island.

2:00am, May 13
Peck sees King Island,
turns the ship to the 
north.

3:30am, the ships’ sails 
are trimmed.

4:00am, breakers 
sighted.

5:00am, the Neva 
strikes a reef.

Moriarty assumes the Neva
struck Harbinger Reef.



Peck’s fictional rock is 19km from 
the island.

Harbinger Reef is 6.5km.

Navarine Reef is 3km.

WHY WOULD PECK LIE?

As an experienced navigator he would 
easily know the difference between 
19 and 3km.



The case for Navarine Reef.

Friend describes wreckage along 20 
mile of beaches, which means he 
walked on the north and east coasts 
of the island.

Scott’s diary says Peck’s camp was at 
“Nord Beach”.

7 skeletons (the survivors?) were 
found east of Cape Wickham in 1861 
and reburied near the lighthouse. 

In 1868 (4) skeletons found and 
referenced in Lighthouse log to Neva 
wreck on Navarine reef.

Map from 1860 shows a wreck on 
Navarine Reef

Tide analysis (next slide) supports
Navarine Reef as the wreck location.





Both the captain and Bennett stated the 
position of the ship at noon on 12 May 
with nine-figure accuracy: 
141°57’ E/39°37’ S and 
141°57’ E/39°36’ S

It is unlikely that such routine figures would be 
remembered by both men seven weeks after 
they were recorded. Such a recollection is 
even more unlikely when one considers that 
the later significance of the position could not 
have been apparent when it was initially taken. 
The figures they recalled were suspiciously 
similar, without being incredulously identical. 
It seems likely that they were recalled, or 
invented, on King Island after consultations 
among the crew.

If the Neva’s position at noon is 
questioned, then all other aspects of the 
crew’s statements must be treated with 
suspicion.



Rum for Sale

Neva carried 30 puncheons of rum.

A puncheon is between 70 – 120 gallons or 
318 – 546 litres.
Total: 9 540 – 16 380 litres
Value: £ 874 – 1501

Neva was 331 tons and tendered at
£ 4.12.6 per ton - £1530 for the voyage.

Peck and Friend both stated that no rum 
was salvaged, yet 485 gallons (2204 litres) 
from the Neva  was later offered for sale in 
Launceston.
Value: £44 – based on last shipment from 
England (1s 10d per gallon).

This rum would weigh in excess of  2 500 kg 
and would take considerable effort to move 
from the island.



Drunken women.

The inquiry was told that several women convicts were too 
drunk to help themselves during the wreck and this also 
featured in newspaper reports.

It is unlikely that these women would begin drinking at 
5:00am amid the panic of the wreck, so it could be that they 
were already drunk.

Given that prisoners were supposed to be locked up below 
deck at 7:00pm any after-hours drinking was likely to involve 
the crew!
……and the surgeon, Stephenson was in his sick bed and 
therefore unable to supervise.

Could it be that the wreck scenario was a fabrication to 
cover the fact that the crew were too busy enjoying the last 
nights before arriving in Sydney to notice Navarine Reef?

Rose Hyland statement:
Most of the other women who had been in the prison got on deck, and into the cuddy 
where they were drinking, and some were so drunk as to be unable to help themselves.



Convict Survivors

Ellen Galvin, Limerick City.

Rose Hyland, 
Castlewellan, Co. Down.

Mary Slattery, 
Tralee, Co. Kerry.

Rose Dunn, 
Kingscourt, Co. Cavan.

Ann Cullen, Kildare.

Margaret Drury, 
Corbally, Co. Roscommon.



……convicted at the instance and upon the petition of my father, my 
conduct had been very bad and was ruining my father, by continually 
stealing from him and he was obliged to adopt this way of removing me.

Mary Slattery died just shy of three years after her arrival in
the colony. She was buried in Longford, Van Diemen’s Land, on 
20 April 1838. No entries in her convict record.



Rose Ann Dunn

Married William Mears in Longford parish on 
26 October 1835.

On 30 May 1836 Dunn was found ‘absent 
without her husband’s leave all night’. She 
was returned to goal and it was further 
stipulated that ‘it appearing that her husband 
has encouraged her in prostitution it is 
recommended that she may not be allowed 
to live with him again’.

Ann Cullen
Had a child in Feb 1837 and was not married 
to the father.

Mary Ann Cullen placed in the orphanage in 
Hobart in January 1840.

Ann Cullen marries William Howard in March 
1844 – Howard already married in England.

Mother and daughter reunited in Feb 1845.
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