
Some Recherche Bay archaeology 

and its historical context



Having fun in the far south



Note on Pronunciation

‘Thomas Driscoll, mailman 

and special constable for 

Recherche (or Research 

with an emphasis on Re) is 

a spare built sinewy man …’

Mercury, 12 September 1885, 

supplement, page 2

‘The following day we got 

as far as Recherche, or 

‘Research’ as it is called, 

and anchored off the town 

(?) of Ramsgate …’

Mercury, 1 February 1892, 

page 2























The “Garden”

(Coal Pit Bight)









Galipaud et al, 2007, Page 31



Galipaud et al, 2007, Page 49

“The geophysical and archaeological study of the area around 

the stone feature as well as the soil sampling strategy and the 

close observation of the 1792-93 maps of the area suggest that 

the stone layout cannot be the garden of Delahaye …

The stone layout found in 2002 is probably an uncompleted 

structure associated with the late 19th and early 20th century 

development of the area.”



Galipaud et al, 2007, Page 31



Kent County, Survey Diagram 18/31, November 1891





The “Observatory” Wall

(Bennetts Point)







Colonial Activity at Bennetts Point

1838  Visit to “Observatory Point” by Lady Franklin

1853-c1858 William J. Tilley, 500-acre lease 

1863  Ship built by William Bennett

1863  Labelled “BENNETT’S POINT” on diagram

1867  5-acre block granted to Joseph Dalco

c1871-c1875 Michael McIntyre living on Dalco’s land

1892  John Ryan selects nearby land

1894  Ryan also renting Dalco’s original 5-acre block

1898-1899 House built for Ryan family

1900  Labelled “McINTYRE’S POINT” on diagram

1924  Death of John Ryan

1925  Ryan family leaves 



Lady Franklin’s Visit, December 1838

“Our next object was to land on Observatory Point on the E. side of 

the entrance to the Port du Sud (D’Entrecasteaux’s anchorage) and 

where the astronomers of the expedition made their observations.  

By the emptied oyster shells, the cleared and trodden grass, the 

remains of cinders and wattled windscreens it appears to be now 

resorted to as a place for bivouacking, as was lately the case with a 

boat going to Port Davey.”



Kent County, Survey Diagram 3/17, October 1863

[Sangalier, completed in March 1864.] 



Tasmanian Mail, 30 April 1898, Page 19; “La Perouse from the Pigsties”

















Other activities on the “North-East Peninsula”

Convict era coal-mining, 1840-1843











Other activities on the “North-East Peninsula”

Crescent Sawmill, 1904-c1912



Kent County, Survey Diagram 30/23, April 1905

















Fishers Point











Fishers Point – Information Board



“The L.G. approves of John Thomas being permitted to occupy the 

premises at Recherche Bay recently occupied by the Pilot stationed 

there, on condition of paying £10 a year in advance & keeping the 

buildings in repair …”  

[CSO 24/1/267/5907, page 259; 28 January 1852]

“I have to request … that you will inform me by what authority you 

occupy the Pilot Station at Recherche Bay?” 

[S.G. to Richard Woolley, 29 July 1853; LSD 16/1/12, pages 112-113]

Sawyer’s Arms, Recherche Bay, Richard Woolley and William Carver

[Publican’s Licences, Hobart Town Gazette, 4 October 1853]

Richard Whalley (sic), Recherche, Publican, Rental  

[Jury List, Hobart Town Gazette, 16 January 1855]



Richard Wooley, Recherche Bay, Leaseholder; J. Thomas, Lessor  

[Electoral Roll, Division of Franklin, Hobart Town Gazette, 15 April 1856]

“The G. approves of the transfer of the permission to occupy the old 

pilot station at Recherche Bay from Mr. John Thomas to Mr. Richd. 

Woolley …”

[CSD 1/1/111/3575; 11 February 1857]

“… I beg to inform you that, on payment of £1, a licence will be 

granted to you for the occupation for one year, of a piece of Crown 

Land in the Township of Ramsgate, known as the Pilot Station.”

[S.G. to W. Fisher, LSD 16/1/20, Page 290; 29 June 1866] 



Valuation Rolls

Description  Occupier     Owner        Size     Rate

House and land  William Fisher   The Queen     5 ac     £5

[Hobart Town Gazette, 22 January 1867]

House and land  William Fisher   The Queen     5 ac     £7

Bush Land  William Fisher   Said W. Fisher    10 ac     £1

[Hobart Town Gazette, 19 November 1878]

House and land  William Fisher   The Queen     5 ac     £7

Bush Land  William Fisher   Said W. Fisher    10 ac     £1

[Hobart Town Gazette, 14 November 1882]

House and land  William Fisher   William Fisher    10 ac     £6

[Hobart Town Gazette, 27 November 1883]



Mercury, 30 October 1909, Page 12



Town of Ramsgate, Survey Diagram D9/32, March 1893















Fin
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