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Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens 1941
         China-born Charles (Pak Koon) Chung 1920 – 2018       Hobart-born Dorothy Henry 1925 – 2020



Happy contented baby Helene
6lb at birth 



Helene assumes size of sumo wrestler
6 months



Lehene at the piano
12 months

Exhibition of photographs 
by nurse Sister Taylor 

who delivered her

Lehene
Pronounced Lay-HEEN

Helene
Pronounced He-LANE



W Chung Sing & Co. 99 Liverpool Street

W Chung Sing & Co.  99 Liverpool Street (opposite Myer today)
Gift from Willi Chung Sing to son Charles and wife Dorotthy on their marriage in 1943



Henry & Co. Retail 139 Liverpool Street
Almost corner Murray Street

Wholesale crn Collins and Campbell Streets
Deliveries to clubs, hotels, private homes
Government House, Archbishops Palace



New Zealand artist Gordon Walters
Drawing of Helene sleeping
Pencil on paper c 1952





Home Here and Now Exhibition                     Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery                                  Thursday 18 July 2024



Ralph Crane & Danielle Wood (Editors)
Island Story

Tasmania in Object and Text, 2018



Sally Lacy’s birthday party, Saturday 25 October 1952
Tomboy Helene in jodhpurs amidst other girls’ frills



Lehene as bride, Mary Imlach as bridesmaid and Helene as altar boy/priest c 1952



Helene and Lehene in St Mary’s College uniforms with house colours   Oil by Eileen Brooker c 1952



(Top) Lehene with Uncle Lester 
(Below) Helene with Uncle Gordon



Lester Henry launches Ming Court
Saturday Evening Mercury
5 May 1979

The only Henry – Chung business
Of 1st – 3rd generation to survive
(Under non-family ownership)



Dorothy with Lehene c 1946 and with Helene c 1947



Lehene’s self-portrait published in 1952
international book of children’s self-portraits

Eileen Brooker, drawing of Helene 
Pen and ink on paper c 1951-52



Lehene (2nd top L)  in school ballet 1952 Helene 1953-54



Theatre Royal  
Oil by Richard Boden c 1986
(Chung Martin Collection) 



Claire Mitchell 
Mercury, 2 October 1940
State Library and Archives 



Sister, Lehene and mother, Dorothy in the audience as Helene recites poetry
The Friends’ School, Hobart (Mercury 1960)



Santa Maria 1963: Robyn Trethewey in the winning play,  The Birthday of the Infanta
Her costume adjusted by producer Helene Chung, SMC Talent Quest 1962



Three St Mary’s College students 
Tour Radio Station 7HO

Careers Information Week
(Mercury c 1961)



Helene Chung wins 
Kriesler Transistor Radio

Youth Speaks for Tasmania competition
Hobart v Launceston
(Examiner, Monday 8 October 1962)



St Mary’s College, Harrington Street, Hobart



Playing a Datsun Bluebird in a Used and Abused Mark Crook Car Yard in ‘Sin-Til-Eight’, Old Nick Co. Uni Revue 1963
From L:  Bill Dowd, Diane Bretherton, Greg Ferris, Regina Krutulyte, Geoff Millar, Clare Pentecost, Helen Willes



(From L) Phillip Cowie, Marcus Cooney, Bill Dowd, Helene Chung as literary housewife Nancy Horzbush 
and Geoff Millar in Pokus Point, Old Nick Co. Uni Revue 1963

Poet Gwen Harwood’s 
letters on this skit

Later  published in
Gregory Kratzmann 
(Editor)
Love Always, Gwen:
A steady Storm of
Correspondence 
2001 



Judy St Leger and Helene Chung
At Intervarsity Drama Festival

Melbourne University
For adaption of George Orwell’s 1984

Sun Monday 24 August 1964



Helene and Lehene host  Lysistrata party at 5/2 Lauramont Ave Sandy Bay, Friday 4 February 1966
(From L) Anne Spencer, Helene, Geoff Millar, Eve Fay, Lehene



Edward Albee’s The American Dream
Winner of 1966 Hobart Drama Festival

Front  from L: 
Anne Spencer (Mrs Barker)
Elizabeth Burnett (Mommy)
Helene Chung (Producer)
Syliva Hodgkinson (Grandma)

Back from L:
John Hensby (Stage Manager)
Rowland Harrison (Young Man)
John Craig (Daddy)
David Ryder-Turner (Lighting)

Mercury Monday 1 August 1966



3 Lambert Avenue Sandy Bay 1966 - 1999





Leslie Greener, Egyptologist and author
Freelance ABC commentator, scriptwriter and actor
Former Founding Director Adult Education Tasmania

(High Dam over Nubia)



Heavy Nagra tape recorder
Used in making Hollywood feature films

With the world’s best audio quality



Tasmanian Archive and Heritage Office



Tasmanian Archive and Heritage Office











Hobart-born 
cameraman Neil 
Davis (ABC)



‘Hawthorne Dene’ Longley



Hobart-born cameraman Neil Davis (ABC)





Derek Davies Editor Far Eastern Economic Review
(National Archives Singapore)



Singapore
Chinatown
Late 1970





Hong Kong Harbour (Pinterest.com)



Hong Kong
Jan – July

1971



Chung Martin Maps

LO WU
New Territories HK 

Kowloon HK
HK Island (Central)



Australian Opposition Leader Gough Whitlam with Prime Minister Zhou Enlai 1971
(chincommunication.com.au)  

Canadian
Opposition leader
Robert Stanfield

(canadaehx.com)



Hong Kong Central 1970s (timeout.com)





Bertrand Wilmore 
An editor BBC Overseas Service Bush House (Alamy)



Uher tape recorder with splicing/editing attachment at Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery 2018



Helene partnered by Paul White
St Mary’s College and St Virgil’s College

Dance at St Peter’s Hall, 1962

Lehene at school dances, 1957
With future politician  John White
And future Premier Douglas Lowe



Ron Boxall Information Officer 1970s
Hong Kong Government Office, London (cdn.dimsumdaily)



BBC Broadcasting House, Portland Place (Wikipedia)                                                                  Buckingham Palace (Alamy)





Lehene, Mr Ibrahim host, Helene with boyfriend Christian, Dorothy, Mrs Ibrahim, Leslie Greener, Ibrahim son
Luxor, Egypt, December 1972



Helene with Christian Christeller
at Tutankhamen tomb, Luxor
December 1972

Helene, Lehene and Dorothy
at Pyramids of Giza

February 1973 



Tissue-thin paper with censor’s purple stamps of approval to broadcast
 from Cairo to ABC London 1973 



Devastation in Egypt’s Suez Canal zone, January 1973



The press on Egypt’s blocked Suez Canal looking over barred wire to Israeli-captured Sinai Peninsula
January 1973 



Libyan Boeing 707 shot down by Israel over occupied Sinai, killing 90 passengers and crew, Wednesday 21 February 1973
(internet) 





Monuments on Philae Island to be relocated and saved from rising waters of the Nile
UNESCO Project    March 1973





Philae Treasures on new safe island of Agilka
Wednesday 20 November 2019



ABC  Radio Active February 1974   Current Affairs team
(L) Executive Producer Russell Warner with  (near centre L) Helene Chung

(2nd row near centre R) Tim Bowden 





31 August 1974



ABC Television Building with George Davis mural 1970s
Sandy Bay Road









Helene Chung and John Martin
Dutch Inn – Varder’s Cellar, Battery Point

Saturday 21 August 1976       First photograph



‘Marriage of true minds’
159 Davey Street, Hobart

Thursday 14 April 1977





MG car collision with 10-ton apple truck, Easter Saturday eve 1961, Sandy Bay Road (Brian Curtis)
Restored MG driven by new owner, Devonport ferry terminal, February 1990 (John Martin)



TV Week 10/9/77                                                                      ABC TV  Melbourne                               Sunday Obsever 11/9/77



ABC TV Ripponlea, Melbourne



Newburn, 30 Queens Road Melbourne 1977













Great Japan Exhibition
Royal Academy of Arts

Piccadilly, London
1981 - 1982







Attempted knife assault by a Japanese upon an American and two Australians while crossing a road
Kyoto Shimbun   Saturday 1 May 1983



TV  Week 

Saturday 11 June 1983



ABC Apartment and Bureau on 12th Floor, 8-122 Qi Jia Yuan, 1983

ABC



Old Fan Interpreter with Little Li Driver



A  guard outside the ABC and other foreign offices and homes at
 Qi Jia Yuan Foreign Diplomatic Compound 



Tianjin,  Melbourne’s sister city – the only city Peking foreigners allowed to drive to in 1984
These two Tasmanian foreigners couldn’t get a Tianjin duck meal



Tianjin crowd around Toyota, June 1984



Cabbages – Peking’s 
main winter vegetable c 1984



New Washing Old Cycling, Huzhou, April 1986



Penguin 1988                                                                                       Penguin 1989



Goddess of Democracy erected in Tiananmen Square, May 1989



Tiananmen Massacre  
and the Morgue
3 - 5 June 1989

(Chinese photographer)



Canberra Times Monday 20 April 1992



Mother, daughter and pet pooch in their own 
apartment

Mother receiving private health treatment

Beijing 2002



In and around Peking/Beijing, 1983-85



Pudong by night, September 2017 

Oriental Pearl TV Tower,  Jin Mao,  Shanghai World Financial Centre,  Shanghai Tower



Paramount leader Deng Xiaoping meets Prime Minister Hawke, May 1986

DENG: ‘I don’t know why I didn’t see you in 1983.’

HAWKE: ‘There’s no country more important to Australia than China.’



Queensland Premier Joh Bjelke Petersen
     Welcomed by Prime Minister Zhao Ziyang
     Zhongnanhai (Communist Party headquarters) March 1984

     BJELKE PETERSEN: ‘These Commies aren’t like the Reds back home.’                       Marching to Commies tune in Guangxi 



Communist Party General Secretary Hu Yaobang interviewed by Australasian reporters
With his fly unzipped and aides too afraid to tell him

Wednesday 10 April 1985 (Xinhua)



Kashgar, Xinjiang’s Id Kah Square transformed into Xi Dada Square
Id Kah mosque empty with no call to prayer even on Fridays, 2019



Dissident and future Nobel Peace Laureate Liu Xiaobo with He Xintong, watching the World Cup
during a spell out of prison          Beijing, Saturday 8 June 2002



Death of Nobel Peace Laureate Liu Xiaobo in prison (New York Times, 2017)





Liminal



Architect Rosa Douramanis and Burman Pools



Tasmanian Historical 
Research Association

A Tasmanian Life 
Helene Chung 

BA (Hons) MA Utas

Tuesday 12 May 2026
7:30 – 9pm

Rear 159 Macquarie St Hobart
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