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Break-up of 
       Gondwanaland







Trying out at sea

Passing ships thought 
whaleships at sea were on fire
because of the billowing
black smoke coming from the
trypot.





Rossbank Observatory, Hobart
Thomas Bock 1841
TMAG



Louis Bernacchi



RY Aurora Hobart 1914
MMT







Captain Roald Amundsen
DM Stoddart



Sir James Clark Ross 1924
MMT



Star catcher in ice Ross Sea 1924
Willem van der Does
Maritime Museum Amsterdam



16 blue whales Ross Sea 1923  
Sir James Clark Ross
A Villiers



An enormous sheet of 
blubber from belly of blue 
whale measuring 30 by 
40 feet. Will render 30 
barrels of oil.





Larsen to Johan Rasmussen,
Norwegian Consul Melbourne



Lusitania Bay



Kaipipi whale base, Stewart Island 1928
Hocken Coll, U. Otago



Ross’ new flensing deck 1925



N.T. Nielsen-Alonso 1936
Beset with Pol catchers 
Ross Sea
MMT



Pol catchers on Hobart slip, ca. 1930
S.J. Marchant
MMT



Proclamation 
Island 53 deg E
13 Jan 1930
BANZARE





ANARE
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• Maintain Antarctica’s freedom from strategic and/or political 
confrontation

• Preserve our sovereignty over the AAT, including sovereign rights 
over adjacent offshore areas

• Support a strong and effective Antarctic Treaty System
• Conduct world-class scientific research consistent with national 

priorities
• Protect the Antarctic environment, having regard to its special 

qualities and effects on our region
• Be informed about and able to influence developments in a region 

geographically close to Australia
• Foster economic opportunities arising from Antarctic and the 

Southern Ocean, consistent with our Antarctic Treaty system 
obligations, including the ban on mining and oil drilling

www.antarctica.gov.au
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I acknowledge the assistance of Elin Smaavik and Inger-Lise Krekling of 

the Vestfold Archives, Sandefjord, Norway, for accessing Captain Larsen’s 

diaries and correspondence, and for translating relevant parts 

into English.

Thank you for your attention!
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